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We have a school!  Man, that was fast… 

 

As I look at our kiddos, and listen to the laughing and learning that is going on, it’s hard 

to believe we opened just over 6 weeks ago!  It feels like we’ve been here for many 

years.  It has been an amazing journey to get to this place, full of serendipitous 

moments, and many people sharing our vision to help make Venn Academy a reality. 

 

When our prior school closed unexpectedly on July 14th, we were all in a state of shock, 

wondering where to go next.  Parents were looking for a place that offered the care for 

their children based on respect, equality, and individual time with an amazing educator 

that they had at their previous school, and could not find one.  Several parents 

approached Ian and I to see if we would be interested in continuing to work with their 

kids for the next school year, and it quickly became clear there was enough interest to 

continue the classroom work we had going, to create something more than tutoring.  

Three main qualities came up over and over during conversations with parents:  

Relationship-based education, Personalized instruction, and Empowered learning.  These 

are the three main tenets we hold at the core of Venn Academy. 

 

It is this drive from parents who are 

looking for a classroom experience they 

could not find anywhere else that 

started us on the short but adventurous 

journey that has led us here.  It has 

been, and continues to be, a collective 

effort.  Our parent community has 

shared their talents and skills by 

providing and connecting us with legal 

and accounting services, design 



experience, taking on an art class, physical labor to move into and set up the school, and 

help with day-to-day operations of the school.  Thank you to all who are taking this 

journey with us. 

 

We could not ask for a better partner than Unity of Portland.  They share our love of 

children and relationship-based approach to education, and we are looking for ways to 

partner with them on a deeper level than just sharing space. 

 

As we grow from 11 students to 30 and beyond, we will keep the same foundation of 

building trust-based relationships with your children, and you.  Being transparent, open 

to questions and concerns, and working as partners is our goal.  Thank you for being a 

huge part of Venn Academy! 

 

David Ley 

Executive Director/Educator 

 

 
 



 
Classroom Corner:  Willamette Room (K-4th Grade) 

 

With the temperature cooling down outside, the learning is heating up in the Willamette 

Room!  We recently partnered with the Rogue Room in our Blocks curriculum and the 

results have been astounding.!  From the sophisticated architecture to the complex 

people who live there, Blockland is quickly becoming the place to be at Venn.  Each 

week, students ages 6-14 work together to build a city from scratch, developing modes 

of transportation, currency, systems of government, and so much more.  Their teamwork 

and success will be on display until Friday of this week, be sure to check it out! 

 

      



 

 
 

 

Classroom Corner:  Rogue Room (5th-8th Grade) 

 

This week, we began the process of using ChromeBooks for our mathematics 

curriculum. Khan Academy, which offers excellent individualization to students in the 

mathematics realm, enables us to begin having students work on independent content. 

In most areas of our curriculum, students receive identical curriculum with personalized 

instruction, but with mathematics, it is important for some curriculum to be 

individualized. This is particularly important because some students have had poor or 

inadequate mathematics instruction before they arrived at Venn Academy.  Often there 

are holes in a student’s understanding of relevant and important material.  Much like a 

suit of armor, mathematics proficiency must be free from glaring gaps in order to be 

truly useful in the ultimate pursuit of math, namely solving problems. 

 



 
 

     



 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Calendar Items 

 

Date Day Time Event Notes 

10/27 Friday 5:30-8 pm Halloween Potluck See To-Do List below 

11/3 Friday All day No school In-service day 

11/7 Tuesday 10-11 am Picture Day  

11/9 Thursday 9 am-3:30 pm Conferences See To-Do List below 

11/10 Friday All day No school Veterans Day 

11/22 Wednesday All day No school Thanksgiving Break 

11/23 Thursday All day No school Thanksgiving Break 

11/24 Friday All day No school Thanksgiving Break 

12/9 Saturday 6-8 pm Holiday Fundraiser More info coming 

12/15 Friday All day Last day of Fall Term Winter Break begins 

1/2 Tuesday All day First day of Spring Term  

 



 

 

 

 

Parent To-Do List 

By popular request, reminders of your action items. 

 

• Send in an emergency backpack for your child (details in Mr. Warton’s email of 

9/22) 

• Remember to dress your child for the weather.  We go out every day!  You are 

welcome to send in extra clothing. 

• Sign up for the Halloween potluck (event details in Melinda Fleming’s email of 

10/17) 

• Conferences will be on November 9.  Watch for your chance to sign up for a time! 


