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Authentic Vs. Standardized Assessment Protocol  
Successful educators behave in ways that might look more familiar in a doctor’s office. Many of the 
same practices and procedures used by physicians can be seen in healthy and successful classrooms. 
There are the immediately apparent similarities, such as the bottles of hand-sanitizer thoughtfully 
placed to maximize usage, or the Kleenex boxes on nearly every cabinet, shelf, and table. But there are 
other homologous behaviors that might be less obvious at first glance. One of these is the use of 
authentic assessment protocols. Let us compare a standard assessment, such as the ones used in many 
large school districts, with the authentic style of assessment used by some educators, and a great 
many physicians.   
  
A standardized assessment, such as the SAT or the OAKS, uses a simple binary system to determine 
competency in various content areas. For example, the test might contain one or more items related to 
a student’s understanding of place value number systems. Each of these questions would be answered 
using a multiple-choice format, and aptitude would be measured by determining whether students 
answered “correctly” or “incorrectly” on the several items related to place value. Often, these items 
are folded in with other mathematical content items, such as geometric reasoning, computational 
fluency, and algebraic manipulation. Most often scores are reported in a simple numeric format based 

on the entirety of the test, such as 2200/2400 for an SAT score, or 
2833/3457 on the OAKS mathematics section. What is the utility of 
such an assessment tool?  
 
Standardizing an examination allows administration within a school, 
and districts more generally, to compare groups of students to one 
another. I might, for example, use the standardized scores to 
compare whether K-8 schools out-performed K-5 with separate 
middle schools. However, because scores on standardized exams are 
most often reported as simple numerical summations, they lack the 
specificity required to say much about any individual student. What 
for example, can we say about a student’s understanding of place 
value if they got 2833 on the OAKS? Further standard exams are 

often administered only once per year, and therefore lack the robustness of multiple trial testing. 
When taken only once, variables such as a lack of breakfast, a stressor early in the day, or a poor 
night’s sleep can influence a student’s score more profoundly than their understanding of place value. 
All successful educators are aware of this, and take standardized scores with a grain of salt, paying 
more attention to more authentic styles of assessment.  
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The major difference between standardized and authentic assessments is how they are scored. While 
authentic assessments can take a variety of forms, let us focus on how an educator might use a 
multiple-choice examination like the ones used in standardized exams to conduct an authentic 
assessment. The administration of the test might begin similarly to the way a standardized exam 
would. Students may take the test all at the same time and receive no or minimal assistance in 
completing their test. But upon completion, an educator will try to identify what precisely resulted in 
both “correct” and “incorrect” responses. For example, let’s say 2 students are supposed to add the 
fractions ¾+⅖ and one selects the answer 5/9 while the other selects 25/20. On a standardized 
examination, both of these students would receive the same “incorrect” score on this item, but an 
authentic assessment is concerned with how the students arrived at these answers. Did they simply 
add across top and bottom as it appears in the first answer? Did they guess randomly? Or was it a 
simple computation error?  
 
Once an educator has identified what resulted in the answer, they can then see what information 
student needs in order to self-correct. Perhaps a student was unable to identify the y-intercept from a 
graph. An educator might see if simply supplying a definition of y-intercept is sufficient for the 
student to self-correct, or whether more extensive instruction in cartesian coordinate graphing is 
necessary. It is this follow-up, first to identify what caused the student to respond in the way they did, 
and second to identify the necessary remedies, that ought to look familiar to any doctor. When we are 
concerned with the health of the individual, academically or medically, rather than the population at 
large, we require the use of authentic assessment protocols.  
 
Just like in medical settings, good educators use authentic assessment measures, given using standard 
instruments, but scored using dynamic and responsive practices. Instead of simply taking the 
numbers from any one test to indicate a person’s health, in essence boiling them down to a set of 
gathered data points, good doctors and good educators alike take a comprehensive approach to health 
that involves a thorough understanding of what is causing the problem in the first place, and what 
minimal intervention is necessary to return a person to health. It is only through this responsive 
practice that we can efficiently and effectively provide the assistance for which we are sought. Health 
and learning do not require the assistance of doctors or teachers to exist. It is, rather, identifying the 
impediments to health and the appropriate remedies, in a way that no individual can do for 
themselves, which requires training, artistry, and authentic assessment.  
 
 
David Ley 
Executive Director/Educator     
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Eating for Education event coming up on Tuesday, 2/27 at Burrasca Restaurant 
Purchase tickets as gifts! Bring friends! Come enjoy great food with friends of Venn. Only 15 seats left 

to this one-of-a-kind event. Call John to order tickets: 971-279-5255 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Field Trips! 
 

Willamette Room K-4th grade 
 

As our bridge study progressed, our questions quickly outgrew the classroom. “Have you driven over 
a bridge?” a student asked one Morning Choice.  
 
“Oh yeah, I’ve biked over the Tilikum Crossing!” one student answers. 
 
“Me too! I’ve biked and driven over lots of bridges,” another echoes. 
 
And, so, our first field trip was born. We took an observation tour of the Portland bridges from the 
street car. Students took note on their clipboards of different characteristics they observed.  
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“What is the bridge crossing over?” “How many triangles can you see?” “What does the bridge 
carry?” “What happens if a ship comes and there are cars on the bridge?”  
 
Some questions students were able to answer on our trip. The rest were brought back to our 
classroom, ready to be answered! 

 

          
 

 
 

          
Crossing the Tilikum Crossing bridge while looking at the Ross Island Bridge. 
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Rogue Room 
 

The 5th-8th grade Rogue room left together, and split into two groups, both armed with walkie-talkies. 
One group headed to the SE 5th & Madison Fire Station #21, and the other group went up onto the 

Morrison Bridge facing South.  
 

Communicating by walkie-talkie, the Fire Station #21 group released a series of objects from the fire 
boat dock into the Willamette River, while the Morrison Bridge group timed how long it took for the 
sticks and other degradable objects to get to them. three objects were timed. We then measured how 

long it was from the bridge to Fire Station using a (long!) set length of twine. 
 

The entire school met at the Fire Station for lunch. After eating and drying out a bit, the Rogue 
students calculated the speed of the river using the distance they measured off, and the times they 

recorded at the bridge. 
 

 
 

    
On the Fire Station #21 boat dock throwing the sticks into the Willamette! 
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Students making their way to the middle of the Morrison Bridge. Long walk! 

 

      
Students on the dock as seen from the bridge. (Mr. Warton was proud of this shot!) 
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Tracking and timing objects floating from the Fire Station #21 dock. 

 

         
At Fire Station #21 eating lunch, and admiring the trucks! 
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Classroom Corner:  Willamette Room (K-4th Grade) 
New year, new adventures in Blockland! This term we’ve started our exploration into bridges. As it 
often does it the Willamette Room, our journey starts in with blocks. The students moved tables into 
the building area and it immediately changed the feeling of the space. Bridges didn’t appear 
immediately. Rather, the students created rich “upper” and “lower” worlds. Landmarks like 
cemeteries and nuclear power plants began appearing in the lower world while the upper world was 
populated by veterinarian offices and police stations. It was incredible unfolding, as students created 
their own relationship to the new tables in Blockland and brought a new dimension of expression to 
the classroom.  
 
The next week, we began our study of the Brooklyn Bridge (a truly remarkable tale!) and bridges soon 
appeared in Blockland. At first, the tables started close together, connected by simple beams and 
ramps. Soon, the tables began to spread out and the bridge designs became more complex, until 
multiple bridges spanned the length of Blockland! Each bridge with its own unique design and 
characteristics. Some carried cars and pedestrians, while others were strictly for grizzly bear 
transportation (a major need that week in Blockland).  
 

Blocks are an incredible teaching tool. They allow students to express what they know in a natural 
learning environment. Children can create rich internal and external worlds with the different 
buildings and features they add to each city. This term, we’ve added upper and lower dimensions for 
the students to explore. Exciting times in Blockland! 
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Classroom Corner:  Rogue Room (5th-8th Grade) 
This month the Rogue Room has been focusing primarily on three major topics. We are investing our 
energy in understanding the fundamentals of each. First, we have Physics where we are learning the 
fundamentals of time, motion, distance, and acceleration. We are learning what it means for an object 
to accelerate, what it means for it to travel at constant velocity, and how distance from a reference 
point changes with each. Secondly, we have been working on practicing all of our Khan Academy 
content so that we can get to the point of revising and establishing our understanding instead of 
simply gaining familiarity with the topics generally. And finally, we are investigating the root causes 
of inequality and persistent racial inequity that results from our history and current legal and political 
framework.  
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Mr. Peters is doing well after successful knee surgery. He’ll be back next week! 

 
 
 
Where can you find Venn Academy? 
Check us out online at: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/VennAcademy/ 
Website: https://www.vennacademypdx.org/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/vennacademypdx/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/VennAcademyPDX 
PDX Parent School Guide: https://www.pdxparent.com/vef/venn-academy/ 
 
Word of mouth is our best marketing tool! Share these links with your Facebook friends and family. 
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Upcoming Calendar Items 

Date Day Time Event Notes 
2/19 Monday No school President’s Day  
2/21 Wednesday 10:30 start Late Opening  
2/27 Tuesday 6:30pm Eating for Education  
3/1 Thursday 8:30-9ish Coffee & Bagels at drop off  
3/8 Thursday 6:30-7:30 Parent Forum Focus TBD 
3/15 Thursday 8:30-9ish Coffee & Bagels at drop off  
3/21 Wednesday 10:30 start Late Opening  
3/23 Friday 5-7:30 Spring Fling  
3/26-30 Mon-Fri No school Spring Break  
4/1 Monday First day of term   

 
Parent To-Do List 
By popular request, reminders of your action items. 

• Consider coming to Eating for Education on February 27th. 
• Parent Forum 3/8/18 from 6:30-7:30. 
• Send in an emergency backpack for your child (details in Mr. Warton’s email of 9/22). 
• Remember to dress your child for the weather.  We go out every day!  You are encouraged to 

send in an extra change of clothes. 
• Stay tuned for info on Spring Fling on 3/23. 
• By the way, Venn Academy is a lice-free school! 

 

 


